[Pelvic pain in women. Evaluation of a celioscopic intraperitoneal appendectomy technique].
The diagnostic and therapeutic value of laparoscopic surgery has been established for ovarian cysts and ectopic pregnancies. The diagnosis of appendicitis is difficult and laparoscopy is useful. The aim of this study is to assess feasibility, efficacy and advantages of a new technique of laparoscopic appendectomy. From 1st August to 15th December 1989, the women seen for pelvic pain were divided into three groups: appendicitis, pelvic inflammatory disease (PID) and doubtful. Intra-peritoneal appendectomy was performed when the laparoscopic diagnosis was not PID. Via three supra symphyseal trochars, the appendix was exposed and its mesentery was coagulated. The appendix stump was closed with a clip applicator. Twelve women were included in this study. In two thirds of cases, laparoscopy confirmed the clinical diagnosis. Mean operation time was 39 minutes. Laparotomy was never necessary. There were no post-operative complications and intestinal transit was always complete on the second post-operative day. The patient's and nurse's appreciation was excellent. This operation was possible on every occasion. This technique is sure, quick and easily reproducible. A comfortable post-operative period and esthetic advantages were reported by the women.